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CHRIST CHURCH
Celtic Holy Eucharist

on capitol square

Welcome to Christ Church. To prepare for worship and to allow  
for private prayer, please observe silence upon entering  

and turn off electronic devices.

Voluntary

Poem: God Went to India       Cynthia Rylant
To see the elephants.
God adores elephants.
He thinks they are
the best thing
He ever made.
They do everything
He hoped for:
They love their children,
they don’t kill,
they mourn their dead.
This last thing is
especially important
to God.
Elephants visit the graves
of those they loved.
They spend hours there.
They fondle the dry bones.
They mourn.
God understands mourning
better than any other emotion,
better even than love.
Because He has lost
everything He has
ever made.
You make life,
you make death.
The things God makes
always turn into
something else and
He does find this good.
But He can’t help missing all the originals.
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Opening Sentences
 Celebrant:  Blessed be the God of our salvation:
 People:  Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins.

Collect of the Day
 Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
 People:  And also with you.
 Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves: 
Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be 
defended from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil 
thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

Hymn: Dear Lord and Father of mankind
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The Reading: Luke 13:1-9
At that very time there were some present who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood 
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, “Do you think that because these 
Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell 
you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were killed 
when the tower of Siloam fell on them--do you think that they were worse offenders than all 
the others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as 
they did.”
Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came look-
ing for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I 
have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it 
be wasting the soil?’ He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and 
put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”

 Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
 People:  Thanks be to God.

The Reading is followed by a brief period of silent reflection.

Sermon                                                                                  The Rev. Mary Davila

Music for Meditation
During this time, and at any time hereafter, you are welcome to come forward to light 
a votive candle as a symbol of your prayers. Tapers and votives are on the stands by 

the chancel steps. Please feel free to go to any of these places to light a candle.

Prayers of people Please Stand
Priest: God of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ you promise to hear us when 
we pray to you in faith with thanksgiving.

Leader: We pray for one another, for our families and friends, through whom we   
learn to love and to be loved. Thank you for all who care for us. Give us grace to serve 
Christ by serving our neighbors and our community, loving others as he loves us.

Silence

We thank you for the unfailing love you hold out to everyone in Jesus Christ. 
Comfort and heal those in sorrow, need, sickness or any other trouble. Give them 
courage and hope in their distress, and bless those who minister to them.

Silence

We remember with gratitude your many gifts to us in creation. Help us and people 
everywhere to share with justice and peace the resources of the earth. Give wisdom 
to those in authority among us and to all leaders of the nations.

Silence
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We pray for your Church throughout the world, thanking you for all who serve 
Christ and his kingdom. By your Spirit strengthen your people for their work and 
witness in the world. Unite us in your truth and love, that we who confess your 
name may also reflect your glory.

Silence

We remember with thanksgiving all who have died in Christ, and we rejoice at the 
faithful witness of your saints in every age, praying that we may enter with them 
into the unending joy of your heavenly kingdom.

Silence

Merciful God, you look with compassion on all who turn to you. Hear the prayers 
of your people.

Leader and People: Grant that what we have asked in faith 
    we may by your grace receive;
    through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Prayers of the People may conclude with the following collect:

Priest: Now to God who is able to do immeasurably more than we can ask or   
  conceive, by the power which is at work among us, be glory in the Church   
  and in Christ Jesus throughout all ages. Amen.
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Hymn: There’s a wideness in God’s mercy     
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Confession of Sin
The Celebrant says: Let us confess our sins to God.

Minister and People: God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

The Celebrant offers an absolution.

Peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
    People: And also with you.

All now exchange a sign of peace, then please be seated.

Welcome and Announcements

The Holy Communion

Music at the Offertory

The Eucharistic Prayer Please stand. From A New Zealand Prayer Book 

 Celebrant: The Lord is here.
 People: God’s Spirit is with us.

 Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
 People: We lift them to the Lord.

 Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
 People: It is right to offer thanks and praise.

 Celebrant: It is right indeed, it is our joy and our salvation, holy Lord, 
  almighty Father, everlasting God, at all times and in all places  
  to give you thanks and praise through Christ your only Son.  

  You are the source of all life and goodness; 
  through your eternal Word 
  you have created all things from the beginning 
  and formed us in your own image; 
  male and female you created us. 
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Celebrant:      All glory and thanksgiving to you, holy Father; 
        on the night before he died 
       your Son, Jesus Christ, took bread; 
       when he had given you thanks, 
       he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
       Take, eat, this is my body 
       which is given for you; 
       do this to remember me.  

       After supper he took the cup; 
       when he had given you thanks, 
       he gave it to them and said: 
       Drink this, all of you, 
       for this is my blood of the new covenant 
       which is shed for you and for many 
       for the forgiveness of sins; 
       do this as often as you drink it, 
       to remember me. 

  When we sinned and turned away 
  You called us back to yourself 
  And gave your Son to share our human nature. 
  In him the light which shines for all 
  Has come into the world, 
  And he has become one with us 
  That we may become one with you. 

  Therefore with the faithful who rest in him, 
  with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, 
  we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
  for ever praising you and saying: 



All:  Glory to you, Lord Christ; 
  your death we show forth;
  your resurrection we proclaim;
  your coming we await;
  Amen! Come Lord Jesus.

Celebrant:      Therefore loving God, 
        recalling your great goodness to us in Christ, 
       his suffering and death, 
       his resurrection and ascension, 
       and looking for his coming in glory, 
       we celebrate our redemption with this bread of life 
       and this cup of salvation. 
      Accept our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving 
      which we offer through Christ our great high priest. 

      Send your Holy Spirit 
     that these gifts of bread and wine which we receive 
     may be to us the body and blood of Christ, 
     and that we, filled with the Spirit’s grace and power, 
     may be renewed for the service of your kingdom. 

      United in Christ with all who stand before you 
     in earth and heaven, 
     we worship you, O God, 
     in songs of everlasting praise. 

     Blessing, honor and glory be yours, 
      here and everywhere, 
     now and for ever. AMEN.

Celebrant:   As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

The Lord’s Prayer

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come, your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
        now and for ever. Amen.
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Celebrant:  God’s holy gifts for you, God’s holy people. Come to this table 
  to be strengthened to follow Jesus out into the world. Come full of 
  faith, come full of doubt, come to be revived and renewed. It is Christ   
  himself who bids you to come.
 All: Thanks be to God!

All baptized Christians, of all ages, are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
If you would like a blessing instead, place your hands on your heart. 

For a gluten-free wafer, extend your hands, palms down. 
Please notify an usher if you would like to receive Holy Communion at your seat.

Music During Communion

The Breaking of the Bread A period of silence is kept.

After Communion  Please Stand or Kneel
Celebrant:  Let us pray.

All:  Almighty God, giver of all good things, we thank you for feeding us with 
the spiritual food of the precious body and blood of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. We thank you for your love and care in assuring us of your gift of 
eternal life and uniting us with the blessed company of all faithful people. 
Therefore, everliving God, keep us steadfast in your holy fellowship. And 
now we offer ourselves, all that we have and are, to serve you faithfully in 
the world, through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, to whom with you and the 
Holy Spirit be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing
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Hymn: When Christ was lifted from the earth      

Dismissal

 Priest: Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace.
 All: Amen. We go in the name of Christ.

Voluntary


