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Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday
Voluntary

Blessing of the Palms
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Celebrant:
People:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you
have redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he
entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King
of kings by those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his
way.
Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear
them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way
that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy
Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant:
People:

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant:
People:

Let us go forth in peace.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Mark 11:1-11
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany,
near the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to
them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter
it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it
and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say
this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’” They
went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As
they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What are
you doing, untying the colt?” They told them what Jesus had said; and
they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and
threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their
cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut
in the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who followed were
shouting,
“Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had
looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to
Bethany with the twelve.
Reader:
People:
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Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn: Ah, holy Jesus
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Mark 15:1-39
As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and
scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him
over to Pilate. Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered him,
“You say so.” Then the chief priests accused him of many things. Pilate asked him
again, “Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.” But
Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.
Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they
asked. Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection. So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to
do for them according to his custom. Then he answered them, “Do you want me
to release for you the King of the Jews?” For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. But the chief priests stirred up the
crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to them again,
“Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews?”
They shouted back, “Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has he
done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy
the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him
over to be crucified.
Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. And they clothed him
in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him.
And they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They struck his head with
a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. After mocking him, they
stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led
him out to crucify him.
They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his
cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. Then they
brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). And
they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. And they crucified
him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should
take.
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It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription of the
charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” And with him they crucified two
bandits, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided him,
shaking their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and
build it in three days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!” In the same
way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the
King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.”
Those who were crucified with him also taunted him.
When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.
At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?”
which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the
bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” And someone ran,
filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying,
“Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” Then Jesus gave a
loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from
top to bottom. Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this
way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”
Reader:
People:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

The Reading is followed by a brief period of silent reflection.
Reflection

The Rev. James P. Adams

Music for Meditation
During the instrumental music and hymn, and at any time hereafter, you are welcome to
come forward to light a votive candle as a symbol of your prayers. Tapers and votives are on
the stands by the chancel steps. Please feel free to go to any of these places to light a candle.
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Prayers for Ourselves and Others

Please stand.

Celebrant: Let us pray for ourselves and others.
Leader: We pray for all who work through the power of Christ, serving the
needs of the poor and healing the wounds of injustice, division and
materialism in our society.
Lord, in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: We pray for the elderly, the sick and the lonely among us: that they may
receive comfort, companionship and care from those around them.
		 Lord, in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: We pray that those who have been persecuted or seriously wronged by
others may experience warmth and love with Christ, and be able to
forgive those who have hurt them.
		 Lord, in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: We pray that when we are discouraged, we may find strength in signs of
a loving and faithful God in those around us, and the joy of the Holy
Spirit within us.
		 Lord, in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: We pray for those whom we love but no longer see; those who have gone
beyond the veil of this mortal life, that their souls and the souls of all the
departed may rest in peace.
		 Lord, in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: We pray for all those who have asked for our prayers and for those who
have no one to pray for them.
		 Lord, in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: We pray to you for the forgiveness of our sins, for the ways in which we
have turned away from you and from one another.
		 Lord, in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.
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Celebrant: Lord Jesus, support the sick, the dying, and all for whom this night will
be a trial. And as you look upon us this evening, may the light of your
countenance pass beyond our sins, even to the depths of our heart; and
bring to birth there a deep and trustful love, that we may be instruments
of your peace. Amen.

Hymn: Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
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Grace & Peace: Now my friends, all that is true, all that is noble, all that is just
and pure, all that is lovable and gracious, whatever is excellent and
admirable; with these let us fill our hearts, and the God of heaven
will be with us.
My sisters and brothers, the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
you. And also with you.
All now exchange a sign of peace, then please be seated.

Welcome and Announcements

The Holy Communion
Music at the Offertory
The Eucharistic Prayer

Please stand.

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant:
All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God;
through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you
created all things.
You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the
womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind.
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our
journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings
and all creation as we shout with joy:
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The Celebrant continues
Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you
called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from
bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to
be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give
himself for us, a fragrant offering.
Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into
your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us.
We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat,
this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and
said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out
for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection
and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts
your earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ:
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Celebrant and People
Dying, you destroyed our death.
Rising, you restored our life.
Christ Jesus, come in glory!
The Celebrant continues
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they
may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your
Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and love.
Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time
gather us with all your people into the joy of our true eternal home.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit,
we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise.
Presider and People
Blessed are you now and for ever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
All: 		
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Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
		
now and for ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread		

A period of silence is kept.

The Celebrant continues
God’s holy gifts for you, God’s holy people. Come to this table to be strengthened
to follow Jesus out into the world. Come full of faith, come full of doubt, come to
be revived and renewed. It is Christ himself who bids you to come.
All:

Thanks be to God!
You are welcome to be seated until you come forward to receive Communion.
All baptized Christians, of all ages, are welcome to receive Holy Communion.
If you would like a blessing instead, place your hands on your heart. For a
gluten-free wafer, extend your hands, palms down. Please notify an usher if you
would like to receive Holy Communion at your seat.
If you would like to request healing prayers for yourself or others,
please come to the south transept.

Music during Communion
After Communion

Please stand or kneel.

Celebrant:

Let us pray.

All: 		
		
		
		

Lord Jesus Christ, you have put your life into our hands; now we
put our lives into yours. Take us, renew us and remake us. What
we have been is past; what we shall be, through you, still awaits us.
Lead us on. Take us with you. Amen.

Blessing
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Hymn: When I survey the wondrous cross

Please depart in silence.
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