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Christ Church 
on Capitol Square

Enter, Rest, and Pray

Service of Holy Eucharist
Sunday, December 15, 2019

Third Sunday of Advent

Welcome
Christ Church is part of the body of Christ where the Word 

of God is taught, heard and lived, and which provides a 
welcoming place of worship for all people, ministers to the 

needs and aspirations of its congregation, and extends Christian 
outreach to the community and the world.
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About our Liturgy
The Book of Common Prayer (BCP, the 
red book in your pew) contains our prayers 
and services for our life as a church. We call 
these our liturgies. Our liturgies for Holy 
Eucharist, Baptism, Marriages and Burials, 
daily prayers, and for prayers and worship 
over almost any human experience live deep 
within the words of the BCP.

For a more in-depth look at the Episcopal 
Church and our beliefs, we invite you to 
look at page 845 of the BCP.

In your Pew
“BCP” The Book of Common Prayer 
(red book)

Hymn The Hymnal 1982 (blue book)

Service Music (S) references are found in the 
front of The Hymnal 1982. 

Large print versions of The Book of Common 
Prayer are available from any member of the 
usher team.

Welcome to Christ Church!
We’re glad you’re here. Please help us get to 
know you by filling out a welcome card and 
placing it in the offering plate.

To learn more about Christ Church and getting 
involved, please contact The Rev. Daniel 
Reeves - dreeves@ccral.org.

Children of all ages are welcome to join us 
for worship. There are canvas bags with 
activities and coloring pages, and red sensory 
bags are available for worshipers with sensory 
sensitivities. Nursery care is also available for 
kids from birth through age 4. Greeters at 
the Church entrances can assist you with an 
activity bag and/or direct you to our nursery.

Prayer Concerns & Pastoral Care
During regular office hours, please contact 
Sarah Hardesty - shardesty@ccral.org - or 
(919) 834-6259 ext. 106 - for pastoral care 
needs. During non-business hours, emergency 
contact numbers for clergy are available at 
the number above.

Christ Church 
on Capitol Square

Liturgy Guide for this Bulletin
Bold Text - Spoken by congregation

Text - Spoken by leader
Italic Text - Service rubrics

Clergy
The Rev. James P. Adams 

Rector

The Rev. Jennifer C. Brown 
Senior Associate Rector 

The Rev. Mary Davila 
Assistant Rector 

The Rev. Daniel J. Reeves 
Associate Rector

The Flowers on the Altar in the Church are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 
Amy Winston & George Watts Carr, Julia Carver and Edgar Shelton Toms, Robert Winston & Julia 
Toms Carr, Cornelia Thaxton & Philip Allen Barnwell, and Marjorie Rhodes & Robert Franklin 
Barnwell.

The Advent Wreath in the Church is given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Charlotte 
Blundon & Calvin Morris Jett, Pauline McIntosh & Jacob Charles Russler, Mary Payne Jett Cole, 
Esther Jett Holland, and Jacob Charles Russler Jr.

Parish Hall & Church Equipped with 
Hearing Loop Systems

The Advent Wreath in the Chapel is given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Jess Gant 
Taylor and William Robert Taylor.



Voluntary
Prelude on Veni Emmanuel Heathcote Statham

Procession  Please stand.
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry Hymn 76

The Word Of God

Opening Sentences  BCP 355

 Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
 People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity  BCP 355

The Collect of the Day
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we 
are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help 
and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Children’s Homily Please be seated. 
Children are invited to come forward and sit in the crossing (on the carpet). 

The Children’s Homily is given by Lilly Gornto and Kate Livesay.

Scripture Reading
James 5:7-10 Printed on page 7

Gospel Hymn  Please stand.
Comfort, comfort ye my people Hymn 67

Gospel Reading Matthew 11:2-11
 Priest:    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

People:     Glory to you, Lord Christ.
         Printed on page 7 
           Priest:    The Gospel of the Lord.
         People:      Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon Please be seated. The Rev. Jennifer C. Brown

Prayers of the People Printed on page 11

Confession of Sin & Absolution  BCP 360

The Peace  Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.    BCP 360 

3

Service of Holy Eucharist
Rite ii (9 a.m.)



Announcements  Please be seated.

The Holy Communion

Offering of our Gifts to God
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an 

offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:2) 

Offertory Hymn
There’s a voice in the wilderness crying Hymn 75

Doxology  Please stand.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

The Great Thanksgiving BCP 367

Sanctus             S 129

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364

The Breaking of the Bread BCP 364

Fraction Anthem S 161
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you 
take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sins 

of the world: grant us peace.

 Administration of the Sacrament  Please be seated.

 If you would like a blessing instead, place your hands on your heart. For a gluten-free wafer, extend 
your hands, palms down. Ushers will direct those seated in the balconies to receive communion 
first, followed by those seated on the floor of the nave. Please notify an usher if you would like to 

receive Holy Communion at your seat. 

Eucharist Hymns
Creator of the stars and night Hymn 60 
O come, O come, Emmanuel Hymn 56

Sending Out of Lay Eucharistic Visitors

Priest: In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts 
to ________ that they may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body 
and blood.  

    All: Because we who are many are one body in Christ, we share one bread, one 
cup.

Prayer of Thanksgiving Please stand or kneel. BCP 365

Blessing BCP 366
4
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Procession  Please stand.
Watchman, tell us of the night Hymn 640

Dismissal BCP 366
The People respond: Thanks be to God.

Voluntary
Winchester New Christopher Tambling
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Scripture Readings
Isaiah 35:1-10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the Lord,
the majesty of our God.
Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
A highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it,
but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.
No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return,
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

The Song of Mary Magnificat: Canticle 15  |  Luke 1:46-55
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him *
in every generation.
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He has shown the strength of his arm, *
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, *
to Abraham and his children for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

James 5:7-10
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 
crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also 
must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grum-
ble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As 
an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 
Lord.

Matthew 11:2-11
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said 
to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, 
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 
And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into 
the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone 
dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you 
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it 
is written,
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.’
“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; 
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”
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Service of Holy Eucharist
Rite i (11 a.m.)

Voluntary
Prelude on Veni Emmanuel   Heathcote Statham

Procession  Please stand.
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry Hymn 76

The Word Of God

Opening Sentences  BCP 323
 Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
 People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity  BCP 323

Summary of the Law  BCP 324

Canticle: The First Song of Isaiah Hymn 679

The Collect of the Day 
 Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
 People:  And with thy spirit.
 Celebrant: Let us pray.

Stir up thy power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we 
are sorely hindered by our sins, let thy bountiful grace and mercy speedily help 
and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy 
Ghost, be honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

First Scripture Reading
Isaiah 35:1-10 Printed on page 6 

Response  Plainchant, Sung by the Choir
The Song of Mary Magnificat Printed on page 6 

Second Scripture Reading
James 5:7-10 Printed on page 7

Gospel Hymn  Please stand.
Savior of the nations, come Hymn 54

Gospel Reading Matthew 11:2-11
 Priest:    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

People:     Glory be to thee, O Lord.
         Printed on page 7
           Priest:    The Gospel of the Lord.
         People:      Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Sermon Please be seated. The Rev. Jennifer C. Brown



Nicene Creed BCP 326 

Prayers of the People Printed on page 11 

Confession of Sin BCP 330 

The Peace  Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.    BCP 332

Announcements  Please be seated.

The Holy Communion

Offering of our Gifts to God
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an 

offering and sacrifice to God. (Ephesians 5:2) 

Offertory Anthem
Strengthen ye the weak hands William Harris

The Lord hath created medicines out of the earth; and he that is wise will not abhor them.
And he hath giv’n men skill, that he might be honour’d in his marvellous works. My son, in thy 

sickness leave off from sin, and order thy hands aright, and cleanse thy heart from all wickedness. 
Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. Say to them that are of a fearful heart, 
Be strong, fear not: behold your God will come; he will come and save you. Then shall the eyes of 
the blind be open’d, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopp’d. Then shall the lame man leap as 
an hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and 
streams in the desert. The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert 

shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing: 
the glory of Lebanon shall be giv’n unto it, The excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the 
glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God. O Saviour of the world, who by thy Cross and 
precious Blood hast redeem’d us, Save us, save us and help us, we humbly beseech thee, O Lord.

Doxology  Please stand.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

The Great Thanksgiving BCP 340

Sanctus             S 116

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 336

The Breaking of the Bread BCP 337

Fraction Anthem S 172
Blessed are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb. Praise the Lord, all you 

nations; laud him, all you peoples. For his loving kindness toward us is great, and the 
faithfulness of the Lord endures for ever.
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 Administration of the Sacrament  Please be seated.

 If you would like a blessing instead, place your hands on your heart. For a gluten-free wafer, extend 
your hands, palms down. Ushers will direct those seated in the balconies to receive communion 
first, followed by those seated on the floor of the nave. Please notify an usher if you would like to 

receive Holy Communion at your seat. 

Eucharist Anthem
E’en so Lord Jesus, quickly come Paul Manz 

Peace be to you and grace from him
Who freed us from our sins

Who loved us all and shed his blood
That we might saved be

sing Holy, Holy to our Lord
The Lord, Almighty God

Who was, and is, and is to come
Sing Holy, Holy Lord

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell within
Rejoice on earth, ye saints below

For Christ is coming, is coming soon
For Christ is coming soon

E’en so Lord Jesus, quickly come
And night shall be no more

They need no light nor lamp nor sun
For Christ will be their All!

Eucharist Hymns
Creator of the stars and night Hymn 60 
O come, O come, Emmanuel Hymn 56

Sending Out of Lay Eucharistic Visitors
Priest: In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts 

to ________ that they may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body 
and blood.  

    All: Because we who are many are one body in Christ, we share one bread, one 
cup.

Prayer of Thanksgiving Please stand or kneel. BCP 339

Blessing BCP 339

Procession  Please stand.
Watchman, tell us of the night Hymn 59

Dismissal BCP 640
The People respond: Thanks be to God.

Voluntary
Winchester New Christopher Tambling

10
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Prayers of the People: Form IV
Priest: Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Leader: Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together 
in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this city, this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we 
may honor one another and serve the common good.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the 
service of others and to your honor and glory.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love 
one another as he loves us. We pray for the birth of Heath McLeod Saunders, grandson of Mary & Neil 
Saunders, Wilkes Rudacille Norwood, grandson of Luanne Lawrence, and of Andy Lawrence, and Lucas 
Dockery Ward, grandson of Libbie & David Ward; for those expecting the birth of a child, especially 
Kate & Walker Hobson, Jenna & Joe Hollmeyer, Beth Howard & Dylan Sugar, Liz & Will Brooks, April 
& Jack Taylor, Austin & Cameron Coley; and for the refugee families that are being mentored by this 
congregation;

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal Joyce Estill, Thomas Allen, Benjamin Baker Sr., the Jenkins Family, Corydon Baylor, 
John Mabe, Tom Jeffrey, Trina Hooker, Bob Pope, Chris Simmons, Matt Paramore, Billy Beal, Patti 
Schneider, Les Basnight,  Mike Tucker, Jeremiah Starling, Melissa Benton, Burks Crumpler, Caryl Jeffrey, 
James Simpson, Nick Smith, Cathy Kennison, Deborah Campbell, Douglas Bagley, Marianne Ford, and 
all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them 
the joy of your salvation.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially Elizabeth Upton Cobb, wife of Donnie 
Cobb, mother of Nancy Harvin, and those in whose memory the altar flowers have been given: Nancy 
Bragg Dawson Rascoe Stevenson, Braxton Bragg Dawson, Edna Jones Nixon Dawson, William James 
Sherwood, Julia Parker Bowen Sherwood, James Wesley York, Mary Smedes Poyner York, William 
Edward Adair, Jr., and Lucy Ward Adair. We pray that your will for them may be fulfilled, and that we 
may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom 

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
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SERVING TODAY
ALTAR GUILD

Group I - Whitney Boylan & Kelly Burkhardt

VERGER
Harry McKinney, Kaye Culp

ACOLYTE LEADERS
Laurie Deatherage, Chaney Poe, Stacy 

Arch, John Goins, Brad Fowler, John Kelly, 
David Nightingale

USHERS
Tacker LeCarpentier Team

Mike Roush Team
Bill Kline Team

LECTORS
Valerie Cozart, Kathleen Bias, Suzanne 

McLarnon, Emily Childress-Campbell, Greg 
Parsons, Miriam Dixon

CHALICE BEARERS
Luke Harvin, Margaret McGlohon, Margaret 
Bratton, Rob Souza, Martha Cole, Charles 

Edwards, Jane Forde, Al Conyers

FLOWER GUILD
Diane Pergerson & Susie Small

Morning Prayer Leader
Steve Hulme

Next Sunday: Dec. 22
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Preaching: The Rev. Mary Davila

8 a.m. Holy Eucharist I - Chapel
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist II - Church

Tonight: A Festival of Lessons & Carols
Please join us this evening at 5 p.m. A Festival of Lessons and Carols traces the history of 
salvation. Beloved hymns, choral music, and readings take us from Adam’s original sin in 
the book of Genesis, to the prophetic songs of Isaiah and people shrouded in darkness, and 
finally, into the resplendent mystery of Christ’s incarnation through the Gospel of Matthew.  
Following the service, join us in the Commons for an Advent reception and celebration.

Dec. 18: Final Savor the Season Advent Dinner
We invite all ages to join us on Dec. 18, at Christ Church for our Advent dinner series - Savor 
the Season. Dinner will be served from 5:45 p.m. until 6:15 p.m, followed by a short program 
for adults and children from 6:20 p.m. until 6:35 p.m. The Rev. Jim Adams will lead the adult 
program. Please let us know you’re planning to attend online - http://bit.ly/savordec18.

Christmas Music and Poinsettias 
Christmas Music Memorials/Tribute - Due Tomorrow!
Christmas music contributions help with the expenses of additional musicians for the Christmas 
services. These contributions may be designated as memorials or tributes. Visit https://
christchurchraleigh.wufoo.com/forms/m19uh8u902ldxbv/ to submit your memorial/
tribute online. In order to have names included in the Christmas bulletin, information should be 
received by Dec. 16.

Beginning Today: Family Promise Week at Christ Church
Mark your calendar for Dec. 15-22, when Christ Church will host up to five families as part of 
Family Promise of Wake County’s Emergency Shelter program. More than 100 Christ Church 
volunteers make this week possible. A special thank you to our chairs for this program - Cason 
Maddison and Mary Maclean Asbill.

Christmas Poinsettias - Due Tomorrow!
Give a poinsettia at Christmas to remember someone while helping decorate the church for the 
Christmas season. Please submit your memorial/tribute online - https://christchurchraleigh.
wufoo.com/forms/m1vde1g11027zs8/- by Dec. 16, to have names included in the Christmas 
bulletin. Each plant costs $17.

Adult Christian Formation
The Rev. Jim Adams and The Rev. Daniel Reeves will lead Adult Christian Formation in the 
Parish Hall at 10:10 a.m. They will walk us through Jesus’ birth as written by Matthew and Luke, 
noting the similarities and differences in their narratives. Our focus will be what these stories 
have to teach us about the birth of our Lord. This will be our last class of 2019.

Vestry Persons of the Week
Curt Brewer & Philip Isley

Next Sunday, Dec. 22: Modified Service Schedule
Please note that next Sunday, Dec. 22, we will have two services. One at 8 a.m. (Rite I, Chapel), 
and one at 10 a.m. (Rite II, Church). Join us as we celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Advent. Full 
Christmas Eve service schedule is included on the back page of this bulletin.

Announcements

Outreach
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Contemplative Time on Wednesdays
Christ Church offers Contemplative Time every Wednesday from 5:30 p.m. until 6:10 p.m. in Harrison’s Room before the service 
of Choral Evensong. This is a time and space to experience contemplative prayer and the rich complement and balance that it can 
provide to us in our other forms of prayer and our work in the world. Jesus repeatedly turned aside to commune with God in silence 
and drink deeply from that well of Living Waters, from which he gained the depth of comfort and strength and direction to live the 
life that was his to live. Whether you are new to contemplative prayer or experienced, all are invited and welcomed. Come as you are 
and come when you can. We will meet through Dec. 18.

Parish Life

Outreach

Worship

Tuesday Morning Holy Eucharist
Join us each Tuesday morning at 8:05 a.m. for a brief Service of Holy Eucharist in the Chapel. This is a wonderful way to start your day!

Learn About Christ Church’s Bells and Bellringing
The Christ Church bellringers will hold a bell workshop for teenagers and young adults on Jan. 4 and 11, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. We 
have space for up to six people who will commit to the two days at no cost. In addition to members of the current band, instructors 
are coming from Boston and Washington DC.

After completing this two-day course you will be able to ring a bell safely and will have had an introduction on the history and theory 
of change ringing. You will then have the option to join the band full-time joining us for practices on Thursday evenings, Sunday 
Service ringing and occasional trips to other rings of bells in Hendersonville, Charleston, Washington and beyond.

Even if you decide not to join us full time you will have a fun time for two days. To register, please email Margo Acomb at 
eveacomb@gmail.com. If the course is over subscribed we will schedule another course later in 2020.

Outreach Opportunity for Christ Church’s Young Adults
The Young Adult Ministry will sponsor Amazon gift cards for Family Promise families during Christmas. The week of Dec. 15-22, Christ 
Church will host up to five families from Family Promise emergency shelter. These gift cards will help families pick and purchase a few small 
items for their families during the Christmas season. Purchase a gift card online - http://bit.ly/familypromise19. Deadline is Dec. 12!

Save the Date: Jan. 30, 2020 - Sandra McCracken Concert
We are excited to announce Nashville Christian singer/songwriter Sandra McCracken, who was with us at Kanuga, will perform a benefit 
concert for Clark’s Promise - Christ Church’s ministry to the homeless - on Thursday, Jan. 30, 2020. The concert will be at 7 p.m. in the church 
and will be followed by a dessert reception. Tickets are $50 each and can be purchased here - http://bit.ly/jan30concert. 
All proceeds will go to Clark’s Promise, which gives away $100,000 each year to fund an outreach specialist position at Triangle Family 
Services and providing large annual grants to Shepherd’s Table Soup Kitchen and Family Promise. In an effort to raise significant funds for 
this impactful ministry, we are seeking $500 sponsorships. The sponsorships include two tickets to the concert, a pre-concert gathering with 
heavy hors d’oeuvres hosted by The Rev. Jim Adams and Sandra McCracken, and reserved seating at the performance. If you are interested, 
please contact Caroline Campbell at caroline_campbell@yahoo.com. 

Women’s Retreat & Renew Weekend in Pinehurst - Registration Open
Join the women of Christ Church for a Retreat & Renew (R&R) weekend, Feb. 7-9, 2020, at the Carolina Hotel in Pinehurst. The Rev. Mary 
Davila will lead this year’s program - Your Faith Has Made You Well. The program will begin Friday evening with a kickoff, dinner and social. 
Our program will continue Saturday and there will be free time in the afternoon for rest and renewal. We’ll wrap up Sunday morning with Holy 
Eucharist. This year’s chairs are Jenn Hogshead, Catherine Kibbe and Kacey Ragsdale. Register online - http://bit.ly/ccr2020.

Dec. 15: Young Adults Christmas Party after Lessons & Carols
Join Christ Church’s Young Adults (ages 22-40ish) for a Christmas Party following the Lessons & Carols service on Sunday, Dec. 15, from 
6-7:30 p.m. Childcare will be provided. We will have a cookie/dessert exchange, so bring your favorite treat to share!

Register Today! 2020 Run for Young
Join us on Sunday, Jan. 12, at 2 p.m. for the annual Run for Young 5k. This is a race for the whole family, honoring the life of Sadiki Young. 
This race is planned and managed by Christ Church Youth Ministry. Register online - http://runforyoung.org.

Dec. 19: Holiday Homecoming for College Students
We are inviting all of our students who are home for Christmas break to join us for a holiday homecoming at Christ Church. Meet at Christ 
Church on Thursday, Dec. 19, from 2 until 3 p.m. for cooking/baking for Raleigh Rescue Mission.
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Children’s Ministry
Register now for Kids with Purpose 2020
Register now, to get the early bird special for our Tuesday afternoon outreach offering for children in Kindergarten through 5th grade. The 
winter session will take place from Jan. 28-March 3. Register online at - http://bit.ly/kwp2020.

1st Grade Communion Class
Beginning on Jan. 12, 2020, the 1st grade Sunday School class will take part in 12 weeks of a curriculum about Holy Communion. The series 
will culminate with a celebration for students and their families on Sunday, April 19, at the 9 a.m. service.

High School Bible Study
High School Bible Study, grades 9-12, views movies each week followed by discussion using a verse or quote to learn about the living Word 
by discovering the depth of how God is revealed to us through daily life. We rotate to different student’s homes each Wednesday, 7-8 p.m. 
Very casual, just bring yourself! Student hosts will be posted on our social media accounts. Addresses will be sent in our weekly emails. No 
registration needed. Contact: Kate Oldham at koldham@ccral.org

6th Grade Pre-EYC - TONIGHT!
Pre-EYC for 6th graders will meet on Dec. 15, from 5:30 p.m. until 6:45 p.m. at Christ Church. Beginning in January, the 6th graders join 
Jr. EYC and meet each Sunday that regular EYC meets. We hope you will join our group for some fun and fellowship!

Today: Giving Tree Party
Jr. EYC will be from 1:30 p.m. until 3:15 p.m. and Sr. EYC from 1:30 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. The youth will host the Giving Tree Party 
for Growing Together Preschool families. Following the party, high school students and volunteers will deliver Giving Tree gifts to the 
family’s homes. To volunteer, please see the weekly youth email or contact Kate - koldham@ccral.org.

Youth News
• Run for Young registration is now live - http://runforyoung.org. Run for Young is a 5k race for the whole family                  
 honoring Sadiki Young. The race is planned and managed by Christ Church Youth Ministry, and will take place Sunday, Jan. 12,      
 at 2 p.m.

Youth Ministry

Stewardship 2020: Grateful.
The 2020 Stewardship Campaign - Grateful. - is at 90 percent of its goal. If you 
have not yet turned in your pledge, there is still time to make a significant difference 
in the life of this church we love. If you have already pledged your commitment of 
financial support for 2020, thank you!

The vestry will meet this Tuesday, Dec. 17, to begin considering the church’s budget 
for next year. Our budget is almost entirely dependent on pledges. 

You may submit your pledge online at www.ccral.org/give/annual-giving. You can 
also mail the pledge card from your stewardship packet directly to the church.

“Episcopally Speaking”
 A closer look at the language and movements of the Episcopal Liturgy.

Lessons & Carols - Lessons and Carols illuminates the prophecy and birth of Christ through scripture and song.  The purpose of 
the service is not to celebrate Christmas, but to expect it. The progression of the choir, starting in darkness at the back of the church 
and ending in brilliant light at the High Altar, symbolizes the movement from the prophetic expectation of Messiah to the very brink 
of messianic fulfillment, both in the birth of the Son of God and his second coming. Not knowing the hour or day we are invited to 
awake and to watch, to prepare and to expect.
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Staff Directory
The Rev. James P. Adams  Rector 

The Rev. Jennifer C. Brown  Senior Associate Rector  
The Rev. Daniel J. Reeves  Associate Rector

The Rev. Mary Davila  Assistant Rector
Lin Boyle  Administrative Assistant  

Cooper Bratton  Parish Life Coordinator
Sloane Brooks  Children’s Ministry Director  

Bobby Bunn  Operations and Facilities Director  
Diane Dixon  Financial Assistant  

Sarah Hardesty  Worship & Pastoral Care Coordinator 
David Jernigan  Organist & Choirmaster 

 Loftin Johnson  Youth Ministry Coordinator
Elizabeth McKinnon  Communications Director  

Kate Oldham   Director of Youth Ministry 
Liz Stroff  Director of Parish Programs

Sarah Wolf  Finance & Administration Director    

Full Staff Listing Available at www.ccral.org/staff

Fall Formation Offerings
Sundays at 4 p.m. - Young Adult Discussion with the Rev. Daniel Reeves
The Young(ish) Adults gather each week at 4 p.m. on Sundays, in the Library, for a discussion generally 
based on the Scripture readings for that day. The discussions are fresh each week, so come as regularly as 
you are able. Contact the Rev. Daniel Reeves to learn more - dreeves@ccral.org. This group will not meet 
on Dec. 22 and 29.

Women’s Bible Study led by the Rev. Mary Davila
Each Wednesday, the Rev. Mary Davila leads a study on, “Walk in Love: Episcopal Beliefs and Practices” 
by Melody Shobe and Scott Gunn. This group meets on Wednesdays from 9:45 a.m. until 11 a.m. in 
Room 128. We read the first half of the book last year and loved it. Participation in last year’s group is 
not a requirement to join us this fall. We’ll focus on the basic beliefs of our faith, the sacraments of the 
Church, habits of daily prayer, the Christian life and teachings of the Episcopal Church. Contact Mary 
to learn more - mdavila@ccral.org.

Bible Works with the Rev. Jim Adams
Each Tuesday, the Rev. Jim Adams leads an in-depth exploration of the Gospel of Matthew. Bible Works: 
Tools for Living, will take place each week at 7 a.m. and noon, in the Parish Hall. The same lecture is 
offered twice for the convenience of participants. On Tuesday mornings, we’ll have biscuits and coffee; we 
serve chips and beverages at noon and participants are invited to bring their lunch. 

Support Christ Church When You Shop Amazon
When you shop Amazon this holiday season at smile.amazon.com/ch/56-0530247, 

AmazonSmile donates to Christ Church!
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Sunday, December 15 Third Sunday of Advent
 8 am Holy Eucharist, Chapel

  9 am* Holy Eucharist, Church

 10:10 am Sunday School and Adult Christian Formation

 11 am*  Holy Eucharist, Church

 5 pm* Festival of Lessons & Carols, Church
  Advent Reception, Christ Church Commons

Sunday, December 22 Fourth Sunday of Advent
 8 am Holy Eucharist, Chapel

 10 am* Holy Eucharist, Church

Tuesday, December 24 Christmas Eve
 11 am* Holy Eucharist of Christmas for Children and Families

 4 pm* Holy Eucharist of Christmas

 6 pm Holy Eucharist of Christmas

 11 pm Festival Eucharist of Christmas

Wednesday, December 25 The Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Day
 10 am Christmas Eucharist with Carols

Sunday, December 29  First Sunday after Christmas
 8 am Holy Eucharist, Chapel

 10 am* Holy Eucharist, Church

* Childcare Provided

Christmastide 
2019

Christ Church
Raleigh, N.C.


