
Welcome Visitors 
Christ Church is part of the body of Christ where the Word of God is 
taught, heard and lived, and which provides a welcoming place of worship 
for all people, ministers to the needs and aspirations of its congregation, 

and extends Christian outreach to the community and the world.

Enter, Rest, and Pray

Please silence all electronic devices and refrain from taking photographs.

CHRIST CHURCH 
on Capitol Square

A Festival of Lessons and Carols

David Jernigan, Organist and Choirmaster
David Harrison, Organist and Choirmaster Fellow

The Choirs of Christ Church

Traditionally sung at Kings College Cambridge on Christmas Eve, A Festival of Lessons 

and Carols traces the history of salvation. Beloved hymns, choral music, and readings 

take us from Adam’s original sin in the book of Genesis, to the prophetic songs of Isaiah 

and people shrouded in darkness, and finally, into the resplendent mystery of Christ’s 

incarnation through the Gospel of Matthew.  

Third Sunday of Advent        December 15, 2019
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Light,
warm and heavy as pure gold
and angels sing softly
to the new-born babe.

A Festival of Lessons and Carols
Prelude: Nun Komm, der Heiden Heiland J.S. Bach

Est ist ein Ros entsprungen  Johannes Brahms

Our service begins in the time before Christ, when the ancient Israelites called out in a time of great 
darkness for a savior.

Introit: Lux arumque Eric Witacre
Lux,
Calida gravisque pura velut aurum
Et canunt angeli molliter
modo natum.

Bidding Prayer The Rev. James P. Adams

Carol at the Procession: Once in royal David’s city Hymn 102

(v. 1, Nicholas Daniel, Soloist; v. 2, Choir Only; v. 3-6, All)
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First Lesson: Genesis 3:8-15 A Chorister

God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of woman shall bruise the serpent’s head.

Anthem: Adam Lay Ybounden Frank Boles

Adam lay ybounden,
Bounden in a bond:
Four thousand winter
Thought he not too long.

And all was for an apple,
An apple that he took,
As clerkès finden
Written in their book.

Nè had the apple taken been,
The apple taken been,
Ne had never our lady
Abeen heavenè queen.

Blessèd be the time
That apple taken was,
Therefore we moun singen,
Deo gracias!

Second Lesson: Genesis 22:15-18 Richard Jones, Adult Choir Member

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall the nations of the earth be blessed.
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Carol: O come, O come, Emmanuel (v. 3, Choir Only)  John Rutter
1. O come, O come, Emmanuel,
 and ransom captive Israel,
 that mourns in lonely exile here
 until the Son of God appear.

 Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice!
 Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

2. O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free
 thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
 from depths of hell thy people save,
 and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain

3. Choir Only
 O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
 our spirits by thine advent here;
 disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
 and death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

4. O come, O come, thou Lord of might,
 who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height
 in ancient times didst give the law
 in cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain

5. O come, thou Key of David, come,
 and open wide our heav’nly home;
 make safe the way that leads on high,
 and close the path to misery. Refrain

Third Lesson: Isaiah 9:2-7 Liz Anderson, Youth Leadership Committee Member

Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah.

Anthem: A Spotless Rose Herbert Howells

(Adam Gross, Tenor)

A spotless Rose is blowing
Sprung from a tender root

Of ancient seers’ foreshowing
Of Jesse promised fruit

It’s fairest bud unfolds to light
Amid the cold, cold winter
And in the dark midnight

The Rose which I am singing
Whereof Isaiah said

Is from it’s sweet root springing
In Mary, purest Maid

For through our God’s great love and might
The blessed babe she bare us
In a cold, cold winter’s night

Fourth Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-9 Mary Ruffin Hanbury, Acolyte Leader

The peace that Christ will bring us is foreshown.



Hymn: Comfort, comfort ye my people arr. Janette Fishell

(v. 2, Choir Only)
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Fifth Lesson: Luke 1:26-38 Peter Macbeth, Pastoral Care Volunteer 

The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Anthem: Lo! That is a marvellous change Philip Moore

That is a marvellous change in the life of men.
Since the mild creator of all mankind
From the virgin received flesh undefiled
Never had she known the love of man
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Nor came the Saviour by any seed of seed on earth
That was greater marvel than men may know in its mystery
How the splendour of heaven, high Lord of the skies
Gave help to man
Through his mother’s womb.

Sixth Lesson: Matthew 1:18-24 Will McElroy, Young Adult Commission Chair
St. Matthew tells of the birth of Jesus.

Anthem: Lully, lulla, lullay Kenneth Leighton 

Lullay, lullay
My little tiny child
By-by, lullay, lullay
Oh, sisters two
How may we do
For to preserve this day?
This poor youngling
Of whom we do sing
By-by, lullay, lullay
Herod the King
In his raging
Charged he hath this day
His men of might
In his own sight
All children young to slay
Then woe is me
Poor child for thee
And ever mourn and say
For thy parting
Nor say nor sing
By-by, lullay, lullay
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Carol: A stable lamp is lighted Hymn 104

Seventh Lesson: Luke 2:8-16  David Jernigan, Organist/Choirmaster

The shepherds go into the manger.
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Anthem: Torches John Joubert

Torches, torches, run with torches
All the way to Bethlehem!
Christ is born and now lies sleeping;
Come and sing your song to Him!
Ah, Roro, Roro, my baby,
Ah, Roro, my love, Roro;
Sleep you well, my heart’s own darling,
While we sing you our Roro.
Sing, my friends, and make you merry,
Joy and mirth and joy again;
Lo, He lives, the King of heaven,
Now and evermore. Amen.

Eighth Lesson: John 1:1-14 The Rev. James P. Adams, Rector

St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.

Anthem: A new work is come on hand Peter Wishart

    Noel nouvelet!  Sing we this new Noel!
Thank we now our God and of his goodness tell;
Sing we Noel to greet the newborn king:
Noel nouvelet!  This new Noel we sing!

    Waking from sleep this wonder did I see
In a garden faire there stood a beauteous tree,
Where-on I spied a rosebud opening.
Noel nouvelet! This new Noel we sing!

     How my heart rejoiced to see that sight divine,
For with rays of glory did that rosebud shine,
As when the sun doth rise at break of day.
Noel nouvelet! This new Noel we sing!

     I beheld these wonders as on my bed I lay,
Dreaming of a child all at the break of day:
Jesus of Na’zreth I saw in my dreaming;
Noel nouvelet! This new Noel we sing.
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Carol: Of the Father’s heart begotten Hymn 82
(v. 1, 3, & 6 - All;

v. 2 & 4 - Treble Voices Only)

Announcements

Offertory Anthem: O magnum mysterium Morten Lauridsen

O magnum mysterium,
et admirabile sacramentum,
ut animalia viderent Dominum natum,
iacentem in praesepio!
Beata Virgo, cujus viscera
meruerunt portare
Dominum Iesum Christum.
Alleluia!

O great mystery,
and wonderful sacrament,
that animals should see the newborn Lord,
lying in a manger!
Blessed is the virgin whose womb
was worthy to bear
the Lord, Jesus Christ.
Alleluia!



10

Carol at the Presentation: The First Noel (v. 6)
Then let us all with one accord
sing praises to our heavenly Lord; 
that hath made heaven and earth of nought,
and with his blood our life hath brought.
Refrain
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
born is the King of Israel.

Blessing

Retiring Procession: On this day earth shall ring Hymn 92

Dismissal

 Leader: Let us bless the Lord.

 People: Thanks be to God.

Organ Voluntary: Puer Natus Aaron David Miller


