
CHRIST CHURCH
Contemplative Holy Eucharist

on capitol square

Welcome to Christ Church. To prepare for worship and to allow  
for private prayer, please observe silence upon entering  

and turn off electronic devices. The Hymnal and Book of Common 
Prayer are found in your pew.

January 19, 2020                   5 p.m.                   Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

Voluntary

Poem: On Turning Ten      Billy Collins
The whole idea of it makes me feel
like I’m coming down with something,
something worse than any stomach ache
or the headaches I get from reading in bad light - 
a kind of measles of the spirit,
a mumps of the psyche,
a disfiguring chicken pox of the soul.

You tell me it is too early to be looking back,
but that is because you have forgotten
the perfect simplicity of being one
and the beautiful complexity introduced by two.
But I can lie on my bed and remember every digit.
At four I was an Arabian wizard.
I could make myself invisible
by drinking a glass of milk a certain way.
At seven I was a soldier, at nine a prince.

But now I am mostly at the window
watching the late afternoon light.
Back then it never fell so solemnly
against the side of my tree house,
and my bicycle never leaned against the garage
as it does today,
all the dark blue speed drained out of it.

This is the beginning of sadness, I say to myself, 
as I walk through the universe in my sneakers.
It is time to say good-bye to my imaginary friends,
time to turn the first big number.

It seems like only yesterday I used to believe
there was nothing under my skin but light.
If you cut me I could shine.
But now when I fall upon the sidewalks of life,
I skin my knees. I bleed.



2

Opening Hymn  Please stand. Sung by all.
O Jesus, joy of loving hearts Hymn 649

Opening Sentences   Please stand.
 Celebrant:  Stay with us, Christ, for it is evening.
 People:  Make your Church bright with your radiance.

 All:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from   
  you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the   
  inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and   
  worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect of the Day
 Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
 People:  And also with you.
 Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant 
that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the 
radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the 
ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy 
Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Scripture Reading: Psalm 40:1-12
1 I waited patiently upon the Lord; *
 he stooped to me and heard my cry.
2 He lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the mire and clay; *
 he set my feet upon a high cliff and made my footing sure.
3 He put a new song in my mouth, 
 a song of praise to our God; *
 many shall see, and stand in awe,
 and put their trust in the Lord.
4 Happy are they who trust in the Lord! *
 they do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false gods.
5 Great things are they that you have done, O Lord my God!
 how great your wonders and your plans for us! *
 there is none who can be compared with you.
6 Oh, that I could make them known and tell them!
 but they are more than I can count.
7 In sacrifice and offering you take no pleasure *
 (you have given me ears to hear you);
8 Burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required, *
 and so I said, “Behold, I come.
9 In the roll of the book it is written concerning me: *
 ‘I love to do your will, O my God; 
 your law is deep in my heart.’”

As the congregation sings the Opening Hymn, and at any time hereafter, you are 
welcome to come forward to light a votive candle as a symbol of your prayers. Tapers 
and votives are on the stands by the chancel steps. Please feel free to go to any of these 

places to light a candle.
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10 I proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation; *
 behold, I did not restrain my lips; 
 and that, O Lord, you know.
11 Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart;
 I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance; *
 I have not concealed your love and faithfulness from the great congregation.
12 You are the Lord; 
 do not withold your compassion from me; *
 let your love and your faithfulness keep me safe for ever,

 Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
 People:  Thanks be to God.

Gospel Hymn  Please stand.
Teach me, my God and King Hymn 592

Gospel Reading John 1:29-42
               Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
  People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him; but I came 
baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John 
testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 
I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 
‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit.’ And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.”

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus 
walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him 
say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to 
them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means 
Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and 
saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four 
o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We 
have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, 
who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” 
(which is translated Peter).

 Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord.
  People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon   Please be seated.                                                The Rev. Jennifer C. Brown

Music for Meditation

During this time, you may come forward to light a candle as a symbol of your prayers.
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The Prayers of the People   Please stand. page 8 (of this bulletin)

Confession of Sin & Absolution   Please kneel as you are able.

               Celebrant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

                         All:  God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against                 
    you, opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your   
    goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you   
    have created. We repent of the evil that ensnares us, the evil we   
    have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, 
     and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may   
    abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

               Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins   
    through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
    goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in   
    eternal life. Amen.

Peace   Please stand.
 Celebrant:       The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
          People:      And also with you.

All now exchange a sign of peace, then please be seated.

Welcome and Announcements   Please be seated.

Offertory Music for Meditation   Please remain seated.

The Holy Communion

The Great Thanksgiving   Please stand.   BCP 361

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant: It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere
 to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

The celebrant continues.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and     
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this    
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:



5

Sanctus   sung by all St. Anne Mass , Macmillan

Ho ly,- Ho ly,- Ho ly- Lord, God of pow er- and might.

Heav'n and earth are full of your glo ry.- Ho san- na- in the

high est.- Bles sed- is he, O bles sed- is he who comes in the

name of the Lord. Ho san- na- in the

high est,- ho san- na- in the high est.-

Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, 
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live 
and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

People: Christ has died.
        Christ is risen. 
        Christ will come again.

Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts.
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If you would like a blessing instead, place your hands on your heart. 
For a gluten-free wafer, extend your hands, palms down. 

Please notify an usher if you would like to receive Holy Communion at your seat.

Celebrant:  God’s holy gifts for you, God’s holy people. Come to the table full of 
  faith. Come with your doubts. Come to be revived and renewed. It is   
  Christ himself who bids you to come.
 All: Thanks be to God!

The Breaking of the Bread 
St. Anne Mass , MacmillanLamb of God    sung by all

Lamb of God,you take a way- the sins of the world, have mer cy- on us.

Lamb of God,you take a way- the sins of the world, have mer cy- on us.

Lamb of God,you take a way- the sins of the world, grant us peace.

Celebrant: Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify 
us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 
your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer  BCP 364
Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
   hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
   Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our trespasses,
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.
   And lead us not into temptation,
   but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Music During Communion   

Communion Hymn  Please remain seated.
Sometimes I feel discouraged Hymn 676

After Communion   Please stand or kneel.

Celebrant:  Let us pray.

All:  Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the 
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living 
members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And 
now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love 
and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and 
to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing

Hymn of Praise  Please stand.
Like the murmur of the dove’s song Hymn 513

Dismissal

  Priest: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
 All: Thanks be to God.

Voluntary


