
CHRIST CHURCH
Contemplative Holy Eucharist

on capitol square

Welcome to Christ Church. To prepare for worship and to allow  
for private prayer, please observe silence upon entering  

and turn off electronic devices. The Hymnal and Book of Common 
Prayer are found in your pew.

February 16, 2020                   5 p.m.                   Sixth Sunday after Epiphany

Voluntary

Poem: From St. Ephrem’s “Hymns on Paradise”

I took my stand halfway
      between awe and love;
a yearning for Paradise
      invited me to explore it,
but awe at its majesty
      restrained me from my search.
With wisdom, however,
      I have reconciled the two;
I revered what lay hidden
      and meditated on what was revealed.
The aim of my search was to gain profit
      the aim of my silence was to find succor.
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Opening Hymn  Please stand. Sung by all.
O gracious Light, Lord Jesus Christ Hymn 25

Opening Sentences   Please stand.
 Celebrant:  Stay with us, Christ, for it is evening.
 People:  Make your Church bright with your radiance.

 All:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from   
  you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the   
  inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and   
  worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect of the Day
 Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
 People:  And also with you.
 Celebrant: Let us pray.

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept our 
prayers; and because in our weakness we can do nothing good without you, give 
us the help of your grace, that in keeping your commandments we may please 
you both in will and deed; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Scripture Reading: Deuteronomy: 30:15-20
Moses said, “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 
If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding 
you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his 
commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, 
and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 
But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down 
to other gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall 
not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call 
heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and 
death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 
loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life 
to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to 
give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”

 Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
 People:  Thanks be to God.

Gospel Hymn  Please stand.
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord Hymn 636

As the congregation sings the Opening Hymn, and at any time hereafter, you are 
welcome to come forward to light a votive candle as a symbol of your prayers. Tapers 
and votives are on the stands by the chancel steps. Please feel free to go to any of these 

places to light a candle.
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Gospel Reading Matthew 5:21-37
               Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
  People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not 
murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that if you 
are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a 
brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be 
liable to the hell of fire. So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember 
that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there before the 
altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your 
gift. Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with 
him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and 
you will be thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have 
paid the last penny.

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you that 
everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in 
his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for 
you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And 
if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to 
lose one of your members than for your whole body to go into hell.

“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 
But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, 
causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits 
adultery.

“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear 
falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ But I say to you, Do not 
swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his 
footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. And do not swear by your 
head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, 
No’; anything more than this comes from the evil one.”

 Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord.
  People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon   Please be seated.                                                The Rev. Mary Davila

Music for Meditation

During this time, you may come forward to light a candle as a symbol of your prayers.

The Prayers of the People   Please stand. page 8 (of this bulletin)
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Confession of Sin & Absolution   Please kneel as you are able.

               Celebrant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

                         All:  God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against                 
    you, opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your   
    goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you   
    have created. We repent of the evil that ensnares us, the evil we   
    have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, 
     and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may   
    abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

               Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins   
    through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
    goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in   
    eternal life. Amen.

Peace   Please stand.
 Celebrant:       The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
          People:      And also with you.

All now exchange a sign of peace, then please be seated.

Welcome and Announcements   Please be seated.

Offertory Music for Meditation   Please remain seated.

The Holy Communion

The Great Thanksgiving   Please stand.   BCP 361

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant: It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere
 to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

The celebrant continues.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and     
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this    
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Sanctus   sung by all St. Anne Mass , Macmillan

Ho ly,- Ho ly,- Ho ly- Lord, God of pow er- and might.

Heav'n and earth are full of your glo ry.- Ho san- na- in the

high est.- Bles sed- is he, O bles sed- is he who comes in the

name of the Lord. Ho san- na- in the

high est,- ho san- na- in the high est.-

Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, 
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live 
and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

People: Christ has died.
        Christ is risen. 
        Christ will come again.

Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts.
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Celebrant:  God’s holy gifts for you, God’s holy people. Come to the table full of 
  faith. Come with your doubts. Come to be revived and renewed. It is   
  Christ himself who bids you to come.
 All: Thanks be to God!

The Breaking of the Bread 
St. Anne Mass , MacmillanLamb of God    sung by all

Lamb of God,you take a way- the sins of the world, have mer cy- on us.

Lamb of God,you take a way- the sins of the world, have mer cy- on us.

Lamb of God,you take a way- the sins of the world, grant us peace.

Celebrant: Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify 
us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 
your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer  BCP 364
Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
   hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
   Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our trespasses,
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.
   And lead us not into temptation,
   but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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If you would like a blessing instead, place your hands on your heart. 
For a gluten-free wafer, extend your hands, palms down. 

Please notify an usher if you would like to receive Holy Communion at your seat.

Music During Communion   

Communion Hymn  Please remain seated.
Humbly I adore thee, Verity unseen Hymn 314

After Communion   Please stand or kneel.

Celebrant:  Let us pray.

All:  Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the 
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living 
members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And 
now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love 
and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and 
to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing

Hymn of Praise  Please stand.
Now thank we all our God Hymn 397

Dismissal

  Priest: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
 All: Thanks be to God.

Voluntary


