
CHRIST CHURCH
Contemplative Holy Eucharist

on capitol square

Welcome to Christ Church. To prepare for worship and to allow  
for private prayer, please observe silence upon entering  

and turn off electronic devices. The Hymnal and Book of Common 
Prayer are found in your pew.

February 23, 2020                   5 p.m.                   Last Sunday after Epiphany

Voluntary

Poem: Transfiguration                                        Malcolm Guite

For that one moment, ‘in and out of time’, 
On that one mountain where all moments meet, 
The daily veil that covers the sublime
In darkling glass fell dazzled at his feet. 
There were no angels full of eyes and wings 
Just living glory full of truth and grace. 
The Love that dances at the heart of things 
Shone out upon us from a human face
And to that light the light in us leaped up,
We felt it quicken somewhere deep within, 
A sudden blaze of long-extinguished hope
Trembled and tingled through the tender skin.
Nor can this blackened sky, this darkened scar
Eclipse that glimpse of how things really are.
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Opening Hymn  Please stand. Sung by all.
Blessèd Jesus, at thy word Hymn 440

Opening Sentences   Please stand.
 Celebrant:  Stay with us, Christ, for it is evening.
 People:  Make your Church bright with your radiance.

 All:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from   
  you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the   
  inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and   
  worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect of the Day
 Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
 People:  And also with you.
 Celebrant: Let us pray.

O God, who before the passion of your only begotten Son revealed his glory 
upon the holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his 
countenance, may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his 
likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Scripture Reading: Exodus 24:12-18
The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I 
will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have 
written for their instruction.” So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses 
went up into the mountain of God. To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until 
we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may 
go to them.”

Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The 
glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on 
the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. Now the appearance of the glory 
of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the 
people of Israel. Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was 
on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.

 Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
 People:  Thanks be to God.

Gospel Hymn  Please stand.
Jesus is Lord of all the earth Hymn 178

As the congregation sings the Opening Hymn, and at any time hereafter, you are 
welcome to come forward to light a votive candle as a symbol of your prayers. Tapers 
and votives are on the stands by the chancel steps. Please feel free to go to any of these 

places to light a candle.
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Gospel Reading Matthew 17:1-9
               Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
  People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them 
up a high mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face 
shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to 
them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for 
us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, 
and one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well 
pleased; listen to him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were 
overcome by fear. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be 
afraid.” And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the 
vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

 Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord.
  People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon   Please be seated.                                                The Rev. Jennifer C. Brown

Music for Meditation

During this time, you may come forward to light a candle as a symbol of your prayers.

The Prayers of the People   Please stand. page 8 (of this bulletin)

Confession of Sin & Absolution   Please kneel as you are able.

               Celebrant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

                         All:  God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against                 
    you, opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your   
    goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you   
    have created. We repent of the evil that ensnares us, the evil we   
    have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, 
     and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may   
    abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

               Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins   
    through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
    goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in   
    eternal life. Amen.
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Peace   Please stand.
 Celebrant:       The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
          People:      And also with you.

All now exchange a sign of peace, then please be seated.

Welcome and Announcements   Please be seated.

Offertory Music for Meditation   Please remain seated.

The Holy Communion

The Great Thanksgiving   Please stand.   BCP 361

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant: It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere
 to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

The celebrant continues.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and     
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this    
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Sanctus   sung by all St. Anne Mass , Macmillan

Ho ly,- Ho ly,- Ho ly- Lord, God of pow er- and might.

Heav'n and earth are full of your glo ry.- Ho san- na- in the

high est.- Bles sed- is he, O bles sed- is he who comes in the

name of the Lord. Ho san- na- in the

high est,- ho san- na- in the high est.-

Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, 
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live 
and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

People: Christ has died.
        Christ is risen. 
        Christ will come again.

Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts.
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Celebrant:  God’s holy gifts for you, God’s holy people. Come to the table full of 
  faith. Come with your doubts. Come to be revived and renewed. It is   
  Christ himself who bids you to come.
 All: Thanks be to God!

The Breaking of the Bread 
St. Anne Mass , MacmillanLamb of God    sung by all

Lamb of God,you take a way- the sins of the world, have mer cy- on us.

Lamb of God,you take a way- the sins of the world, have mer cy- on us.

Lamb of God,you take a way- the sins of the world, grant us peace.

Celebrant: Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and 
Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify 
us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 
your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer  BCP 364
Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
   hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
   Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our trespasses,
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.
   And lead us not into temptation,
   but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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If you would like a blessing instead, place your hands on your heart. 
For a gluten-free wafer, extend your hands, palms down. 

Please notify an usher if you would like to receive Holy Communion at your seat.

Music During Communion   

Communion Hymn  Please remain seated.
Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life Hymn 487

After Communion   Please stand or kneel.

Celebrant:  Let us pray.

All:  Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the 
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living 
members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And 
now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love 
and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and 
to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing

Hymn of Praise  Please stand.
O gladsome Light, O grace Hymn 36

Dismissal

  Priest: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
 All: Thanks be to God.

Voluntary


