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Opening Hymn
Love divine, all loves excelling Hymn 657

Opening Words
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that 
are right, that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live 
according to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Response Psalm 85:8-13
8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, *
       for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
       and to those who turn their hearts to him.
9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *
       that his glory may dwell in our land.
10 Mercy and truth have met together; *
       righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, *
       and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, *
       and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness shall go before him, *
       and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

Gospel Hymn
For the beauty of the earth Hymn 416

Gospel Reading Matthew 14:22-33
Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while 
he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the 
mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this 
time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was 
against them. And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 
But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It 
is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and 
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said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 
water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the 
water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became 
frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately 
reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did 
you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat 
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

Sermon  The Rev. James P. Adams

Prayers of the People
See insert (link in this email).

Celebrant
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your 
Name; through Jesus Christ out Lord. Amen.

The Celebrant offers the absolution.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen.  

Doxology   

The Lord’s Prayer
   Our Father, who art in heaven,

 hallowed be thy Name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done,
  on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread.
 And forgive us our trespasses,
  as we forgive those
   who trespass against us 
 And lead us not into temptation
  but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom,
  and the power, and the glory,
  for ever and ever. Amen.



Blessing  

Voluntary
Sonata No. 3 in A Major, i. Con moto maestoso Felix Mendelssohn

Today’s closing voluntary is one of the more famous of Mendelssohn’s six organ sonatas. The 
beginning and ending sections of the piece are fraternal twins, with the character of a grand 
wedding march; in fact, the music in these sections originated as processional music that he 
had previously written for the wedding of his little sister, Fanny. After the initial “march” 
section, the double fugue begins, with the exposition of its ominous-sounding first subject. 

Once all four voices have been introduced, the spiritual roots of this affect are fully revealed 
with the pedals’ ponderous statement of a cantus firmus: the chorale tune Aus tiefer Not (see 
Hymn 151). The fugue introduces its quicker-moving second subject as the chorale melody 
continues, and the piece escalates to a dramatic pedal cadenza, which sets up for a majestic 

reprise of the opening section.

In light of these points, this organ sonata is uniquely reassuring in uncertain times - trouble 
lasts for a season, but we can call upon God in its midst, and there is triumph in the end.
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