RAVENSCROFT UNCOVERED

This is the story of the discovery of where, below the floor of Christ Church’s sanctuary, the
Right Reverend John Stark Ravenscroft (1772-1830) was buried.

Ravenscroft was the first bishop of the newly formed Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina,
serving from 1823 until his death in 1830. During these years, Bishop Ravenscroft also served as
the rector of Christ Church, spending half of his time at Christ Church and the other half
expanding the reach of the young Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina, nurturing established
churches and founding new Episcopal parishes. An historical marker honoring Bishop
Ravenscroft stands near the north gate on East Edenton Street and reads that he was “Interred
in church 50 yds. south.” Ah, but where in the church was he interred? That is the question.
The exact location was a mystery.

In 2000-2001 a group of good and faithful parishioners came to me to discuss a major
restoration of the interior of our beautiful sanctuary, to make it an even more wonderful place
to worship and gather as a community of faith and love. An historical plague found in the
narthex entrance hall expresses deep gratitude to the workers, the parishioners, and especially
the committee, led so beautifully by its chair, Florence Barclay Winston. Here are the words of
gratitude on the plaque.

THE RESTORATION OF CHRIST CHURCH
2000-2001
The Vestry and People of Christ Church
express profound gratitude
to those who worked tirelessly and faithfully
to restore this historic church,
particularly the members of the
Christ Church Restoration and Renovation Committee
Florence Barclay Winston, Chair.
“MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYER.

To accomplish this wondrous restoration required the removal of all pews and flooring of the
church. As a result, our worship migrated for a number of months to the auditorium in the
Department of Motor Vehicles, located just to the south of Christ Church. For many Sundays
the congregation was invited to join us for worship at “the beautiful DMV”! Not all accepted
the invitation, but chose to return when the renovation was complete.

In order for the renovation of the church to progress, a small front-end loader was working hard
at digging out and moving certain portions of the ground dirt for construction purposes. As the
tractor’s work moved toward the north wall of the chancel, much to the operator’s surprise,
human bones wrapped in a shroud were uncovered. One can only imagine the impact this
startling discovery made on the tractor operator. If only we had had a video!



At this time | was on a trip to Tennessee. My phone rang. | answered it. And, Flo Winston
almost yelled, “We found him!” Of course, | said, “Who?” Flo said, with great excitement,
“Bishop Ravenscroft.” All | could think was, “OMG!” Flo continued to share the movements
that led to the uncovering of the shrouded bones of Bishop John Stark Ravenscroft. As it turned
out, he was buried directly under the plaque hanging on the north wall of the chancel, noting
his role as bishop and rector. So, perhaps someone at some time did indeed know where the
good bishop was buried. Nonetheless, this was a wondrous discovery and a great chapter in the
restoration and renovation of Christ Church.

| told Flo that | was coming back to Raleigh the next day and please not to do anything more
until | joined her. When | got back to Christ Church, Flo and a few others and | discussed what
might be done. We did not want to disturb the shrouded sacred bones any more than they had
been. We did not want a big to-do. So, we decided that on the next day we would have a short
service of blessing and gratitude for Ravenscroft, first bishop of the Diocese of North Carolina
and rector of Christ Church. The next morning, a very small group gathered around this burial
place, gave thanks, blessed the ground of eternal rest, and reverently and slowly covered the
shrouded bones with the dirt of the earth, holding all in our hearts with gratitude. We felt that
Bishop Ravenscroft had been rightly honored and that Christ Church could now be certain that
this faithful bishop would always be a part of our worship.

The next day, restoration and renovation resumed.

The Reverend Winston B. Charles, Ph.D.
Twelfth Rector of Christ Church



